
BUCKS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
MERIT SELECTION OF JUDGES COMMITTEE 

Candidate Questionnaire 

NOTICE: A candidate who chooses not to answer any question in whole or in part is requested 
to set forth the reason(s) for not answering so as to minimize or eliminate any adverse 
inferences that may otherwise be drawn. 

I. PERSONAL DATA 

1. Name and Address. State your full name, home address and any other name by 
which you have been known. 

Allen W. Toadvine 
  

  

2. Age 

64 

3. Business Activities. 

(a) In the past ten years, have you been engaged in any occupation, business 
or profession, other than the practice of law or holding of judicial or other 
public office? If yes, state details, including name, address, description of 
activity and dates. 

Not applicable 

(b) Are you currently an officer or director or otherwise engaged in the 
management of any business enterprise? 

(1) If yes, state the details, including the name of your enterprise, the 
nature of the business, the title or other description of your 

_ ----Position,-the nature-of-your-duties-and-the-term-of-your service-:- -

Livengrin Foundation, Inc. 
Substance Abuse Treatment Facility 
Vice-Chairperson/Board of Directors, 3 year term 
I am involved with major management decisions and long-range 
planning and sustainability of the organization. 

(2) Is it your intention to resign such positions and withdraw from any 
participation in the management of any such enterprise If you 
become a judge? If no, state reasons. 

Absent an ethics opinion indicating I could remain in this position, 
I would have to regretfully resign. 
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II. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND AND PUBLICATIONS 

4. Education. State each trade school, college and/or law school attended, 
including the dates of attendance and the date and type of degree awarded. 

5. 

6. 

Villanova School of Law 
1976-1979 
Catholic University of America 
1972 - 1976 

J.D. 1979 

B.A. 1976 
Major: Political Science 

Teaching. Have you taught any law related courses after your admission to 
practice? If yes, state the name and address of the institution and the name and 
substance of the course taught and the date when it was taught. 

None. 

Publications. Are there any publications or articles of which you are the author or 
a contributing author? !If yes, state the name and date of the publication or article 
and the publisher. Include any CLE publications and seminars. 

None. 

7. Honors. State any honors, prizes or awards or other forms of recognition which 
you have received (including any indication of academic distinction in college or 
law school) other than those mentioned in answers to the foregoing questions. 
Include any lectures delivered or symposia in which you have participated in the 
past five years. 

Graduated Catholic University with honors. 

President's Award issued by the Bucks County Bar Association in recognition of 
dedication and service to the Bar Association, 1999-2000. 

Ill. LEGAL EXPERIENCE 

8. 

(a) State the name and address of your principal office. 

(b) 

(c) 

Marte and Toadvine 
344 S. Bellevue Avenue 
Langhorne, PA 19047 

Describe your present professional position. 
__ firm · __ sole practitioner 
_x_ partner or shareholder __ associate 
__ public defender __ district attorney · 
__ other (describe) 

How long have you practiced law in Pennsylvania? 

40 years, 1979 to present 
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9. Courts. 

10. 

(a) State all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, including 
dates of admission. 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Federal Court for the Eastern 
District of Pennsylvania 

October 26, 1979 

July 29, 1981 

(b) Have you ever been dlsciplined by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
Disciplinary Board or a disciplinary agency in any other jurisdiction? If so, 
please explain the circumstances. 

No. 

Employment History. State chronologically your legal experience after graduation 
from law school, including: 

(a} whether you served as clerk to a judge and, if yes, the name of the judge 
and the court and the date of your clerkship; 

I never served as a law clerk to a judge. 

(b) whether you practiced alone, and, if yes, the addresses and dates of your . 
solo practice; 

I never practiced alone, only in a firm. 

(c} the dates, names and addresses of law firms or offices, companies or 
governmental agencies with which you have been connected and the 
nature of your connection with each; · 

Law Offices of Grines and Marte 
344 South Bellevue Avenue 
La~{;Jh~_r~~,J=>A 19047_. _______ _ 

Law Offices of Charles 0. Marte, Jr., Esq. 
344 South Bellevue Avenue 
Langhorne, PA 19047 

Marte and Toadvine 
344 South Bellevue Avenue 
Langhorne, PA 19047 

(d) any other relevant information. 

Associate, 1979 to 1981 

Associate, 1981 to 1984 

Partner, 1984 through 
present 

11. Areas of Practice. 

(a) What has been the general character of your practice? 
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When I started practicing law in 1979, it could best be described as a 
general practice. In 1980, I began to concentrate my practice in the area 
of family law. Since the Divorce Code was brand new, this provided me 
with an opportunity to become proficient in the field. In addition to family 
law, l still did transactional work and some municipal work. By 1987, my 
practice could be described as a general practice with a strong focus on 
family law. From the commencement of practicing law through the mid~ 
1980s, my typical clients were individuals involved in some form of 
domestic litigation, local businesses, friends and relatives. My practice 
also involved representation of a local zoning hearing board and a local 
school district. 

In the early 1990s, my practice was still focused primarily on family law. I 
would estimate that area of practice occupied at least 50% of my 
professional time. I was still doing transactional work, with an emphasis 
on real estate. In addition to my domestic relations clients, I represented 
owners of restaurants, hotels, mobile home parks and shopping centers. 
This continued throt,Jgh the 1990s and into the 2000s until approximately 
2002, At that point, I took on additional municipal clients, including the 
Falls Township Zoning Hearing Board, Bristol Borough as Special 
Counsel, and the Tullytown Zoning Hearing Board. I was representing 
three local zoning hearing boards and Bristol Borough as a special 
solicitor. In order to accommodate the additional municipal work, I began 
to involve my associate more in the family law matters. 

From approximately 2002 to the present, I have gradually reduced the 
percentage of my practice devoted to family law. I began to focus more 
on transactional work, especially real estate. In 2008, I became Solicitor 
for the Clerk of Courts, Criminal Division, Bucks County. I was doing 
more commercial transactions and beginning to handle land development 
and subdivision work. In 2012, an opportunity presented itself which 
involved one of the local hospitals. I was asked to step in on a part-time 
basis and provide in.:ihouse legal representation for Lower Bucks Hospital. 
They were going through a bankruptcy at the time, and in order to trim 
their budget, they were looking to do more in-house legal work rather than 
farming it out. From January, 2012 through October, 2012, I worked on 
site at Lower Bucks Hospital for half asfay and continued rnyJaw~praciice ____ .. ~ 

~in th~balance-oftnetime.Tnat job ended as a result of the facility being 
sold to a private concern. 

In the last five years, my practice has continued to be more focused on 
transactional, real estate, land development and subdivision work and 
zoning. I currently represent several real estate developers and large 
business entities in connection with land development subdivision work. 
As a result of my focus In these areas, I have resigned my positions from 
the zoning hearing boards, with the exception of Tullytown Borough, so 
that I could focus more on the representation of private individuals and 
organizations. Furthermore, in late 2012, I was appointed Solicitor for the 
Redevelopment Authority of the County of Bucks . 
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12. 

(b) State by percentage the approximate amount of time you spend in your 
practice in the following areas: 

~Business 
_j_§_ Domestic 
_J_Q_ Civil Litigation 
_1L.Municipal 

_o_ Criminal 
_a_ Estates 
_J_Q_ Real Estate 
~Other 

Litigation Experience. With respect to the past five years: 

(a) How often have you appeared ln a court proceeding? 

On average, twice per month* 

(b) What percentage of your appearance in court was in: 

_0_Federalcourts 
.Jl§._ State courts of record 
_s_· _ Administrative hearings. 

(c) What percentage of your litigation was: 

..J..QQ_ civil _o_ criminal. 

(d) What percentage of the cases in 12(a) above were: 

0 jury __jQ_ non-jury 
0 arbitrations _J1Q_ administrative hearings. 

(5) If part of your practice has been before appellate courts in the past five years, 
identify the appellate courts before which you have practiced. 

13. Judicial or Public Office Experience. 

(a) Have you ever held judicial office? If yes, give dates and details,Jm:Juding_ -
tne colrrts·invOlvecl~-whetner elected or appointed, periods of service and 
a description of the jurisdiction of each of such courts with any limitations 
upon Its jurisdiction. 

No 

(b) Have you ever held public office other than judicial office? If yes, give 
details, including the office involved, whether elected or appointed, and 
the length of your service, giving dates. 

No 

*includes Masters Hearings, Custody Conferences and Support Conferences. 
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14. Other Relevant Information: Please provide any other Information such as military 
experience, membership in professional organizations or community involvement 
which you would like the committee to consider. 

Historic Fallsington, Inc, 
Board of Trustees, 1993 to present 

Bucks County Bar Association 
Member, 1979 to present 
Board of Directors, 1998 to 2005 
Treasurer, 2002 to 2003 
Secretary, 1999 to 2001 
(Please see attached list of Committees and Sections) 

Lower Bucks Hospital 
Board of Directors, 2000 to 2009 

Commonwealth of PA Governor's Judicial Advisory Commission 
for Bucks County 

Member, 2001 to 2002 

Doylestown Country Club 
Board of Directors, 2003 to 2010 
President, 2006 to 2010 

Bucks County Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence 
Board of Directors, 2004 to 2011 

Middletown Community Foundation 
Board of Directors, 2014 to present 

Livengrin Foundation, Inc. 
Board of Directors, 2015 to present 
Vice~Chairman, 2018 to present 

IV. CHARACTER INVESTIGATION 

15. Criminal Convictions. Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor or felony 
offense in the commonwealth of PA or any other jurisdiction? If-yes, state the 
details. 

No 

16. Authorjzations, I agree to authorize, as Indicated below, the Bucks County Bar 
Association Merit Selection of Judges Committee to solicit disciplinary and/or 
conviction information about me from the entities stated below and agree to 
execute the authorizations attached hereto authorizing the entities, as indicated 
below, to release all information to said Committee. 
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Entities 

* (1) Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania and any other jurisdiction stated in 
Paragraph 14 

(2) Federal or State governmental agencies 

Granted Denied 

X 

X 

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

The undersigned certifies that all statements made in this questionnaire are true, 
complete and correct to the best of his/her knowledge and belief and are made in good 
faith and done so with the understanding they will be made public. 

Candidate {/t/.w·:f/4~~-/ .... 
/' "' .;/'71;!~'1,.,. 

(._,...,,,. --
'' 
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BUCKS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Committees & Sections 

Bench Bar Conference 

Board of Directors 

Budget & Bar Property 

Community Legal Education 

Dispute Resolution 
--··············-·-

Entertainment 

Legislative 

Long Range Planning 

Merit Selection of Judges 

Years of Service 

1996- 1997 
1997-1998 
1998-1999 
1999-2000 
2007 
2012 

1998-1999 
1999-2000 
2000-2001 
2001-2002 
2002-2003 
2003-2004 
2004-2005 

1998-1999 
1999-2000 
2000-2001 
2001-2002 
2002-2003 
2003-2004 
2016-2017 
2018 

2003-2004 

2006-2007 

1996-1997 
1997-1998 

2003-2004 
2009-2010 

1999-2000 
2000-2001 
2001-2002 

1998-1999 
2001-2002 
2002-2003 

Position Held 

Member 
Member 
Chair & Board Liaison 
,Member 
Member 
Member 

Director 
Secretary 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Treasurer 
Director 
Director 

Member 
Chair & Board Liaison 
Chair & Board Liaison 
Chair & Board Liaison 
Member 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 
Chair 

Board Liaison 
Member 

Board Liaison 
Member 
Member 

Member 
Member 
Member 



Nominating 2004 Member 

Technology 1999-2000 Member 

Family Law Section 1998-1999 Member 
2001-2003 Member 
2005-2007 Member 

Comm. of PA Governor's Judicial 2001-2002 Member 
Advisory Commission for Bucks 
County 




