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iBUCKS COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
MERIT SELECTION OF JUDGES COMMITTEE 

Candidate Questionnaire 

NOTICE:  A candidate who chooses not to answer any question in whole or in part is requested 
to set forth the reason(s) for not answering so as to minimize or eliminate any adverse 
inferences that may otherwise be drawn. 

I. PERSONAL DATA

1. Name and Address.  State your full name, home address and any other name by
which you have been known.

2.

3. Business Activities.

(a) In the past ten years, have you been engaged in any occupation,
business or profession, other than the practice of law or holding of judicial
or other public office?  If yes, state details, including name, address,
description of activity and dates.

(b) Are you currently an officer or director or otherwise engaged in the
management of any business enterprise?

(1) If yes, state the details, including the name of your enterprise, the
nature  of the business, the title or other description of your
position, the nature of your duties and the term of your service.

(2) Is it your intention to resign such positions and withdraw from any
participation in the management of any such enterprise if you
become a judge?  If no, state reasons.

II. EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND AND PUBLICATIONS

4. Education.  State each trade school, college and/or law school attended,
including the dates of attendance and the date and type of degree awarded.

Full name:  Thomas Gary Gambardella, but known throughout my life simply as Gary Gambardella

Residence:  

63

No

  I will appear on both the Democratic and Republican ballots as “GARY GAMBARDELLA” 

Not applicable.  For the past ten years, I have only held a judicial office.

N/A
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5. Teaching.  Have you taught any law related courses after your admission to 
practice?  If yes, state the name and address of the institution and the name and 
substance of the course taught and the date when it was taught.      

 
 

 
 

 
6. Publications.  Are there any publications or articles of which you are the author or 

a contributing author?  If yes, state the name and date of the publication or article 
and the publisher.  Include any CLE publications and seminars. CHANGE: 
(Candidates need not provide the materials for CLEs but only the date, place, 
topic, and entity for whom the CLE was presented) 

 
 
 
 

7. Honors.  State any honors, prizes or awards or other forms of recognition which 
you have received (including any indication of academic distinction in college or 
law school) other than those mentioned in answers to the foregoing questions.  
Include any lectures delivered or symposia in which you have participated in the 
past five years. 

 
 
 
III. LEGAL EXPERIENCE 
 

8. Current Professional Occupation. 
 

(a) State the name and address of your principal office. 
 
 
 
 

(b) Describe your present professional position. 
 
    _____  firm   _____  sole practitioner 

 
_____  partner or  

 shareholder 
 

_____  associate 
 

_____  public defender _____  district attorney 
 

_____  other (describe) 
 

(c) How long have you practiced law in Pennsylvania? 

Western New England University School of Law , Springfield, MA                          J.D. Awarded 1987
(formerly the Springfield, MA division of Northeastern University)
President, Student Bar Association, 1986-1987

University of Connecticut , Storrs, CT                                                                          B.A. Awarded 1983

Lecturer/presenter on numerous occasions for continuing legal education courses. Topics:  Criminal law, criminal procedure, 
ethics, asset forfeiture, District Court procedure.  Institutions included Pennsylvania District Attorney’s Association, Bucks 
County Police Training Center, Inn of Court, Office of the Pennsylvania Attorney General, Bucks County Bar Association.  I have 
also taught high school classes and been a guest lecturer on the topics of judicial review and criminalistics.

See answer to #5, above regarding CLE courses.

Recognized by law school for service as President of Student Bar Association, 1987; Recognized by Bucks County Bar 
Association for service as President, 2004; Recognized for service, presented with art and plaque by Palisades High School, 2016; 
Received Distinguished Graduate Award from High School Alumni Association, 2017

Bucks County District Judge
District Court 07-3-03, 276 Tabor Rd, Ottsville, PA 18942

X    ______ Judiciary

I have been a member of good standing in the Pennsylvania Bar since 1987. See the next page for more details.

X
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9. Courts.

(a) State all courts in which you have been admitted to practice, including
dates of admission.

(b) Have you ever been disciplined by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court
Disciplinary Board or a disciplinary agency in any other jurisdiction? If so,
please explain the circumstances.

10. Employment History.  State chronologically your legal experience after
graduation from law school, including:
(a) whether you served as clerk to a judge and, if yes, the name of the judge

and the court and the date of your clerkship;

(b) whether you practiced alone, and, if yes, the addresses and dates of your
solo practice;

(c) the dates, names and addresses of law firms or offices, companies or
governmental agencies with which you have been connected and the
nature of your connection with each;

(d) any other relevant information.

11. Areas of Practice.

(a) What has been the general character of your practice?

From 1988 - 2010, I was a prosecutor in Bucks County.  During my tenure as a prosecutor, I had over 100 jury trials, trying everything from retail theft 
to homicides (including four capital murder cases).  I successfully tried a number of very complex and high profile cases. I also successfully tried the 
first narcotics forfeiture jury trial in Pennsylvania history and I oversaw the most successful Narcotics Forfeiture Program in the Commonwealth in 
which we stripped drug-dealers of over $10 million of ill-gotten gains.  In addition, I have had numerous waiver trials, juvenile court hearings, non-
support hearings in Family Court, and suppression hearings in the Court of Common Pleas as well as preliminary hearings throughout every District 
Court in Bucks County.  Lastly, I was cross-designated as a Special Assistant United States Attorney for a federal program to combat gun violence. 

Pennsylvania, 1987
Connecticut, 1987
United States District Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 1989
United States Court of Appeals (3rd Cir.), 2000
Washington, 2010
United States Supreme Court, 2018

No

The Honorable Edward G. Biester, Jr.,  Bucks County Court of Common Pleas, 1987-1988
The Honorable Diane E. Gibbons, Bucks County Court of Common Pleas, 2010

I have never practiced solo.  My entire career has been dedicated to public service. 

 I have never practiced privately.  My entire career has been dedicated to public service:

— Court of Common Pleas (Judicial Clerkships), 1987-1988, 2010
— Bucks County District Attorney’s Office, Chief Deputy D.A., 1988 - 2010
— United States Attorney’s Office, Special Assistant United States Attorney, 2001-2007
— Judiciary of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, District Judge in Bucks County District Court, 2011 - present

See Answer 10 (c), above.

During my two Bucks County judicial clerkships, I drafted hundreds of opinions for cases in the Criminal, 
Civil, Juvenile and Family Court Divisions of the Bucks County Court of Common Pleas.
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(b) State by percentage the approximate amount of time you spend in your
practice in the following areas:

_____ Business ____ Criminal 
_____ Domestic ____ Estates 
_____ Civil Litigation ____ Real Estate 
_____ Municipal ____ Other        

12. Litigation Experience.  With respect to the past five years:

(a) How often have you appeared in a court proceeding?

(b) What percentage of your appearance in court was in:

_____ Federal courts
_____ State courts of record
_____ Administrative hearings.

(c) What percentage of your litigation was:

____ civil ____ criminal. 

(d) What percentage of the cases in 12(a) above were:

_____ jury _____ non-jury 
_____ arbitrations _____ administrative hearings. 

(5) If part of your practice has been before appellate courts in the past five years,
identify the appellate courts before which you have practiced.

13. Judicial or Public Office Experience.

(a) Have you ever held judicial office?  If yes, give dates and details,
including the courts involved, whether elected or appointed, periods of
service and a description of the jurisdiction of each of such courts with
any limitations upon its jurisdiction.

(b) Have you ever held public office other than judicial office?  If yes, give
details, including the office involved, whether elected or appointed, and
the length of your service, giving dates.

While I do not maintain a practice and I have served Bucks County as a District Judge for over 13 years, our caseload from 2024 indicates the 
following breakdown: Over 5,700 cases of which 91% were Criminal (including Traffic and Non-Traffic cases) and 9% were Civil (including 
Landlord-Tenant).  Also, from 2021 to 2024, my Court experienced a 98% increase (almost doubling) of our caseload. 

As a sitting District Judge, I preside in Court every day.  Bucks County District Judges are also on a nine-week night/weekend duty rotation 
which requires our appearances to handle matters for other District Courts. 

This question inexplicably limits one’s experiences to 
a five-year period. During that time, I have served as a 
Judge in District Court (see answer 11 (b)). 

This question inexplicably limits one’s 
experiences to a five-year period. 
During that time, I have served as a 
Judge in District Court (see answer 11 
(b)). 

While this question inexplicably limits one’s experiences to a five-year time period, it should be noted that during my service 
in the Bucks County District Attorney’s Office, I have written numerous briefs for all of Pennsylvania’s appellate courts 
(Superior Court, Commonwealth Court and Supreme Court) as well as appeals to the federal courts.

From 2011 to the present, I have held Judicial Office.  In 2011, I was the endorsed Republican candidate for District Judge, won the Republican 
Primary, and then was elected as a Bucks County District Judge to serve Magisterial District 07-3-03 (covering 10 municipalities in Central and 
Upper Bucks).  In both 2017 and 2023, I was the endorsed Republican candidate, and I won BOTH parties’ primaries, winning reelection both 
times.  In 2023, my jurisdiction was extended to include East Rockhill and West Rockhill.   I have also been specially designated by the 
President Judge to hear matters beyond my Magisterial jurisdiction.

See description in Answer 8 (c) 

Yes.

This question also inexplicably limits one’s experiences to a five-year period. During that time, I have served as a Judge in 
District Court (see answer 11 (b)).  From 1988 to 2010, I prosecuted over 100 jury trials and hundreds of non-jury trials.
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14. Other Relevant Information: Please provide any other information such as
military experience, membership in professional organizations or community
involvement which you would like the committee to consider.

IV. CHARACTER INVESTIGATION

15. Criminal Convictions.  Have you ever been convicted of a misdemeanor or felony
offense in the commonwealth of PA or any other jurisdiction?  If yes, state the
details.

16. Authorizations.  I agree to authorize, as indicated below, the Bucks County Bar
Association Merit Selection of Judges Committee to solicit disciplinary and/or
conviction information about me from the entities stated below and agree to
execute the authorizations attached hereto authorizing the entities, as indicated
below, to release all information to said Committee.

Entities      Granted Denied

* (1) Disciplinary Board of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania and any other jurisdiction stated in
Paragraph 14

(2) Federal or State governmental agencies

 — Successfully completed Family Law Mediation Program to become a certified Family Law mediator, 2014

See information below (***)

No. I am a sitting Judge of the Pennsylvania Judiciary and I obviously have no criminal record. Prior to serving as a Judge, I passed 
comprehensive FBI background checks and received federal security clearance. Since my election in 2011, I have met all of the highest standards 
set by the Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Court (AOPC).  I have continuously served as a Judge in Bucks County following my election in 
2011 and I have not even incurred as much as a traffic ticket.  I have never been disciplined by the Pennsylvania Supreme Court or by the Judicial 
Board.  I am, by far,  the most vetted of all the candidates and there is no need for any other authorizations.  

***Answer to #14 — Other relevant information:

— President, Bucks County Bar Association, 2004-2005.  First and only sitting prosecutor to serve as President.
        — Instituted Military Aid Program (provided free legal aid to Bucks County’s military families). 
        — In cooperation with Boy Scouts, collected food for our community’s hungry .
        — In conjunction with A Woman’s Place of Bucks County, implemented collection of “911” Emergency phones for domestic 
             violence victims. 
— Editorial Board, Bucks County Law Reporter, 1993-2003

No further authorizations needed. 
See Notes in 15, above.

— Former baseball coach, Plumstead Baseball

— Previous endorsements for judicial campaigns include those who serve in law enforcement: Bucks County FOP, Pennsylvania 
     State Police FOP, and several retired Chiefs of Police, including the retired Chief of County Detectives.  
— I was also deeply honored in prior judicial campaigns to have the support of those who have protected our freedoms: Col. Tom 
    Manion,  U.S. Coast Guard Commandant Admiral Paul Zukunft, and Capt. David Christian, the youngest, most decorated veteran of 
    the Vietnam War.  I am extremely honored that Col. Manion once again serves as my Honorary Chair in this year’s campaign.

— Married to college sweetheart.  Proud father of two wonderful sons. 

— Close relationship with the teachers, administrators and students of our area schools.  Frequent guest speaker and lecturer.  
    Chaperone for Washington, D.C. field trips.  I was an honored guest at the rededication of Tohickon Middle School.  I have also 
    administered oaths of office to their student council. I have been honored with artwork and a plaque from high school students which 
    adorns my courtroom.  I am in a partnership with our area schools to “Keep our kids in school, off of drugs and on the right track.”
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CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 

The undersigned certifies that all statements made in this questionnaire are true, 
complete and correct to the best of his/her knowledge and belief and are made in good 
faith and done so with the understanding they will be made public. 

Date Candidate 

March 25, 2025




