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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Dear BCBA Members:

Every Spring for the last
several years, the Pennsyl-
vania State Legislature and
Governor have wrestled with
providing sufficient revenue
to fund various initiatives and
projects. The Great Recession
of 2008-2009 certainly set the
stage for crafting bare-bones
and austere budgets, with
resultant cuts to education, infrastructure, welfare, and
other departments and programs. While in the past the
Spring was a time of optimism, anticipating the verdant
blast of Spring colors, and the onset of another baseball
season, much of that eagerness has been supplanted by
the dread of another dragged-out and cumbersome (and
usually unsatisfying) state budget passage drama.

David Truelove
Bucks County Bar
Association President

2017 is no different from the budget years of the recent
past, except as it pertains to the legal profession. While
in the past a tax on legal services has been discussed and
contemplated (and in 2016 part of a potential budget
passage compromise), 2017 brings with it the clear
possibility that a legal services tax may be part of an overall
tax overhaul, purportedly designed to ease the burden
on taxpayers paying property taxes to support schools,
local municipalities, and county government. Key to the
proposed legislation is that the school property tax, ONLY,
will be allegedly offset by an amalgam of tax increases
and imposing taxes on new revenue sources, including
legal services.

The impetus behind this legislation (Senate Bill 76) is the
notion that the property tax as a method to fund Education
has become onerous and overly burdensome. No one likes
paying taxes—no one can argue that point, reasonably.
However, the truth is that the bulk of increased Education
costs are imposed as a result of mandates emanating from
the state, not local, level. School tax increases are limited
by Act 1 of 2006, as amended and modified by Act 25 of
2011, and all of those increases are consumed by pension
costs, unfunded/underfunded mandates (special education,
for example), and charter school payments. Local school
districts have no control or say in how these costs are
imposed. Simply stated, the legislature is attempting to
make up for its own inability to right the fiscal ship of state.
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In addition, many studies and articles have reviewed the
proposed legislation and have concluded that its promise
of a dollar for dollar replacement of lost property tax
revenue is a false one. The proposed legislation includes the
provision to “broaden” the Sales and Use Tax (“SUT") to
"include more goods and services” (including legal services)
and increasing the SUT from 6 to 7 percent. The state’s
Personal Income Tax (“PIT") would increase from 3.07 to
4.95 percent, and the Hotel Occupancy Tax would increase
from 6 to 7 percent. The legislation also relies on continuing
casino revenue to eliminate school property taxes, a source

“Access to justice is a basic
constitutional right that
should not be taxed.”

not necessarily the most stable in providing a reliable
funding stream. Non-lawyer professionals not subject to the
tax (for now) have also weighed in, calling SB 76 a “horrible
idea” for Pennsylvania taxpayers. (See April 12, 2016
column in “CPA Now,"” the publication of the Pennsylvania
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (“PICPA") entitled,
“Don’t Believe the Rhetoric ! ‘Property Tax Independence’ Is
a Dreadful Bill” www.picpa.org/articles.)

One can see that once these new taxing sources are
introduced, the ease to increase and expand from the same
sources, and to hike the rates, will also increase.

The Pennsylvania Bar Association (“PBA") and several county
bar organizations have weighed in on the subject, arming
themselves with data and arguments which compel an
objective observer to conclude that SB 76 is just a bad idea.
As noted by the PBA, legal services are not a commodity
and, moreover, that “[A]ccess to justice is a basic constitu-
tional right that should not be taxed.” Basic legal services
would be affected: obtaining workers’ compensation and
Social Security benefits; avoiding home foreclosure; gaining
court-ordered protection from an abusive spouse or parent;
obtaining fair and equal access to fundamental rights;
fighting a property assessment action by a local government;
dealing with a hostile landlord or tenant; having a simple will

We Welcome Your Feedback!

Thanks for your interest in theWRITS.
Please send all comments, questions,

submissions to: WritsEditor@BucksBar.org. (‘




Judge Friedman Receives Jewish Law Day Award

On April 6, 2017, at the 35th Annual Jewish Law Day program in Philadelphia, the Judge Norma
Shapiro Award was presented to the Hon. Rochelle S. (“Shelly”) Friedman. Bucks County's

own Commonwealth Court Judge is well deserving of this recognition. The Bucks County Bar
Association offers its heartfelt congratulations. 4,

written, or probating a will. (See PBA Talking Points—"Sales
Tax on Legal Services,” www.pabar.org.)

My Southeastern Pennsylvania counterparts have also
eloguently added their voices to the cause. Montgomery Bar
Association President Eric Smith has noted that “the costs of
implementing and reporting the tax carried by lawyers and
law firms will ultimately be passed on to clients as either a
service fee or a higher hourly rate...” and that the tax will
"discourage the retention of counsel, causing more pro se
litigation, and thereby burdening the Court system” (April

6, 2017 letter from Eric Smith to SB 76 primary sponsor,
Senator David Argall). Smith also pointed out a significant
flaw in the legislation, noting that only three areas of legal
service are exempt from the tax: “business to business,”
domestic relations matters, and criminal defense matters.

None of the states surrounding Pennsylvania tax legal
services, a key element noted by Philadelphia Bar
Association Chancellor Deborah Gross in an April 4 commu-
nication to her membership. The PBA also noted that in
1987, Florida enacted a sales tax on services, including legal
services, which proved so unpopular that it was repealed

in less than a year. The PBA further notes that “[I]f Pennsyl-
vania enacts a sales tax on legal services, it will be the only
state in the nation with such a tax” (PBA Talking Points).

Many will scoff at the idea of lawyers “suffering” due to
the imposition of a legal services tax. However, small and
solo practitioners will be burdened with administrative
responsibilities for monitoring and collecting taxes on

fees, especially since many small and solo office practices
engage in services not exempt from the tax (i.e., Estates and
Probate, Workers' Compensation, etc.). Other professions
currently not included in the legislative scheme should not
assume that they will be perpetually immune from a tax

on their services. Experience has shown that once a tax is
implemented, new demands for increased revenue result in
expanding the tax base (i.e., finding more services to tax),
and increasing the taxation rates.

Pennsylvania, like many other public entities, is facing a
significant challenge in finding revenue to fund all of the
many projects and programs it oversees and for which

it is responsible. Unfortunately, taxing legal services is
an inadequate and unwise source from which to shore
up deficiencies in a short-sighted attempt to appease a
weary and burdened taxpayer population. The respon-
sibility for the flawed system rests with those who
created it, and who now run away from the opportunity
to craft any really effective and long-term solution.

A proposed tax on legal services is ineffective politics
and bad policy. &,

PINE STREET LEGAL

HELPS YOU PROTECT YOUR RIGHT
TO AN ACCURATE CREDIT REPORT

COMMON CREDIT REPORT ERRORS:
* Incorrect & Outdated Credit

& Personal Information

Identity Theft

* Duplicate Accounts

Debts Reported Are Not Yours

* Your Credit History Mixed With
Someone Else's Credit History

* Employment & Background Check Errors

ERRORS ON YOUR CREDIT REPORT CAN
CAUSE YOU TO BE TURNED DOWN FOR
AMORTAGE, PASSED OVER FOR A JOB,
DENIED INSURANCE COVERAGE, PAY HIGHER
INTEREST RATES ON CREDIT AND LOANS.
Pine Street Legal, a Consumer Protection Law

Firm, advises on how to find credit report errors

and how to dispute them. If errors are not deleted,
Pine Street Legal, through the personal attention of
Attorney Nancy Kanter, will fight to get you justice.

Contact PINE STREET LEGAL fora
FREE consultation at (215)345-9214.

19 South Pine Street, Doylestown, PA 18901

pinestreetlegal.com | nkanter@pinestreetlegal.com

SPRING 2017



From the Editor...

Proposed Federal Budget
Eliminates All Legal
Services Funding

“I'm trying to think, but
nothing happens”

| was certain that this was the
official quote that accompanied
the release of the proposed
Federal Budget for fiscal year
2018 on March 16. My bad. In
fact, our awesome fact checkers
here at the Writs point out that the above quote was from
Curly Howard of the Three Stooges, while the actual quote
had something to do with keeping Americans safe.

I have read many commentators’ opinions on the proposed
Budget, especially with regard to the cutting of 31% of
the funding for the Environmental Protection Agency,

the complete elimination of funding for various arts and
cultural agencies as well as the Global Climate Change
Initiative, and the likely abandonment of programs such

as Meals on Wheels and LIHEAP. Yet | don’t recall anyone
that equated these cuts with a general warm, fuzzy and all
around safer feeling.

“Legal Aid of Southeastern PA
receives about 25%b0 of its budget
from Legal Services Corporation
and another 20%0 from various other
federal programs which are also to
be drastically cut or eliminated in
the proposed federal budget.”

Legal Services Corporation (LSC), “America‘s Partner for
Equal Justice,” is a non-profit organization established

in 1974. It is the single largest funder of civil legal aid

for low income Americans. The size of the population
financially eligible for their assistance has unfortunately
increased dramatically over the past ten years. The legal
services it provides include: family law matters and helping
victims of domestic violence; wrongful eviction, housing
and mortgage foreclosure cases; consumer issues; and
employment matters. In 2015, LSC closed over 755,000
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“Cutting funding for this vital
program essentially denies equal
access to justice and risks the well-
being of many vulnerable residents
in every corner of our state.”

cases, a majority of which were on behalf of women
and the elderly. LSC also helps military families and has a
website, StatesidelLegal.org, specifically to provide legal
resources and assistance to veterans.

LSC distributes 90 percent of its total funding to 133
independent non-profit legal aid programs throughout the
country. One such program is Legal Aid of Southeastern PA
(LASP), which admirably serves Bucks, Chester, Delaware
and Montgomery Counties. This publication routinely and
proudly features articles on the good works of LASP and its
attorney and lay staff members and volunteers. A profile of
BCBA member Judith Rodriguez-Martyak, who for decades
has graciously donated her valuable time and expertise,
appears in this issue on page 16.

According to Executive Director Elizabeth Fritsch, Esq.,
LASP receives about 25% of its budget from Legal Services
Corporation and another 20% from various other federal
programs which are also to be drastically cut or eliminated
in the proposed federal budget. Clearly, if 45% of LASP's
funding were to disappear, “thousands of southeastern
Pennsylvania residents will lose access to desperately
needed legal services.”

Fortunately, and almost immediately, many organizations
and individual voices were raised in support of legal aid
funding and against the proposed cuts. The American

Bar Association "is outraged” and is “calling on Congress
to restore full funding to LSC.” The Pennsylvania Bar
Association points out that LSC provided nearly $12 million
to Pennsylvania’s legal services organizations in 2016, repre-
senting more than 82,000 cases. " Cutting funding for this
vital program essentially denies equal access to justice and
risks the well-being of many vulnerable residents in every
corner of our state.”

General Counsel for some 185 corporations signed a letter
asking Congress to oppose the elimination of funding to



LSC. Former Governor Dick Thornburgh wrote an op-ed
discussing the importance of civil legal aid. Partners from
more than 150 major law firms signed a letter to the
director of the OMB stressing the importance of their
own partnerships with legal aid organizations. Finally,
the Deans of more than 160 law schools sent a letter

to Congressional leaders identifying legal aid as a vital
constituent service.

We share the serious concerns of the LASP and this broad
cross-section of the local and national legal community. We
believe in justice for all, not just for those who can afford it.

Don't be a stooge. Think, act and speak out on behalf of
legal aid funding.

For additional information, contact LASP Development
Director Ann Tydeman-Solomon at 610-275-5400 ext.
123, asolomon@lasp.org, or consider making a donation:
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/LASP . 4,

-Seott L. Feldman

Need a Lawyer?

Welcome to the Bucks County Bar Association’s
Lawyer Referral and Information Service

(LRIS) serving all of Bucks County. The LRIS is

a public service of the non-profit Bucks County

Bar Association. Each year the LRIS responds to
thousands of callers, referring them to attorneys with
experience in the appropriate area of law or to area
agencies able to provide assistance.

Persons identified as needing legal representation
and who do not claim inability to pay an attorney
will be referred by LRIS to a participating
attorney. LRIS participation is open to all
Bucks County Bar Association members
having their primary office in
Bucks County. You can
contact the LRIS at
215-348-9413. &,

— Timothy J. Duffy

& New BCBA Executive Director, Stacey Mulholland

The Bucks County Bar Association is pleased to announce the hiring of Stacey Mulholland
as its new Executive Director. Stacey’s hiring brings to a successful conclusion the search
process that began last November with the Board's empaneling of an Executive Director
Search Committee, which | was privileged to chair. Over the course of the ensuing months,
our Committee evaluated the Executive Director job description, the Association’s needs
and our own expectations in a new Executive Director. After advertising the position,

our Committee reviewed over 100 resumes and conducted two rounds of interviews,
concluding the process at the end of March.

Stacey has served as the temporary Executive Director since February, so her transition into
the permanent position will be pretty seamless. In a later issue of the Wiits, we will ask
Stacey to tell us more about herself and her outlook for the Assaciation, but briefly Stacey
most recently worked (for six years) as Deputy Chief of Staff/District Director for former
Congressman Michael Fitzpatrick. Prior to that, Stacey worked for two Bucks County
non-profit organizations. She and her family live in Plumstead Township, not far from our
Doylestown office. The Association is in very good hands with Stacey now at the helm.

The next time you have the opportunity, please welcome Stacey to our Association. ¥,
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THE BUCKS COUNTY
JUSTICE CENTER

Two Years Later

— I8y =
Chris Serpico

public works project in Bucks County history first

opened its doors to the public on January 10,
2015, your crackerjack investigative reporters here at the
Writs thought it an opportune time to make inquiries
into how things have been going, and what might be
expected to unfold at the “new” Justice Center and

S ince it's now been over two years since the largest

the “old” Courthouse — now known officially as “The Asforfuture plans relating to theﬁfth
Administration Building.” . . S
floor, Finley believes that the decision
President Judge Jeffrey Finley feels that most of those to leave that area unﬁnishgd may prove
who work in the Justice Center are pleased with the o i
building. Although as with any new structure, there have to bé’fOI tuitous as lessons learfled-ﬁ o
been issues that have arisen, he has heard mostly positive fheﬁ"St two years ofoperatmg the
comments from Justice Center employees as well as the building can be app[ied in the future
general public. In fact, he had a unique chance to hear when theﬁﬁfhﬁoor is built out

from the man in the street recently when he spent a day
on jury duty as Juror #22. He found the jury room to be
very comfortable, and observed most of the jurors using
the high tech waiting area to stay connected to their jobs ~ With Mercer tiles on display throughout the building as
ar theirlloved ones. well as the strategic placement of municipal emblems
in certain areas.
He continues to hear nice things about the appearance
and the aesthetics of the lobby areas, which were He also praised the work of county maintenance workers
intentionally designed to have a “Bucks County feel,” who have “busted their butts to address any concerns.”
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and has huilt an outstanding reputation as a resuit.

SORDISCO

CES SAILE 1ic

PERSONAL|INJURY LAW

Accepting referrals for:
Personal Injury and Workers’ Compensation Cases

215-642-2335 | www.cordiscosaile.com

Michael L. Saile, |r., E:

-Avve Attorwey Endorsement

2 John F. Cordisco, Esq.

The goal was to consolidate county
agencies and service providers (to the
extent possible) under one roof to save

money and to make those providers

more accessible.

Among the problem areas which we talked about were
the frequent disruptions attributable to faulty elevators;
and the report of water seeping in to some of the
judges’ chambers from the ceiling.

Judge Finley confirmed that the elevators had been
an on-going problem and had caused a great deal
of inconvenience.

However, the situation seems to have resolved with the
County Commissioner’s decision to re-hire the original
elevator vendors to once again service the elevators.
Most of the problems causing the disruption to elevator
service were software related, which the interim vendor
was having difficulty addressing.

Mercer tiles enhance the fireplace located in the first floor lunch area.

He also confirmed that there had been some water
problems in a few of the judges’ chambers relating to
snow melt that had built up and evaporated through the
ventilation system.

s for future plans relating to the fifth floor, he
believes that the decision to leave that area
unfinished may prove to be fortuitous as lessons

learned from the first two years of operating the building
can be applied in the future when the fifth floor is
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feature

“The taxpayers of Bucks County spent a lot
of money to build the Justice Center; they
should be able to feel free to come in and

see it, and to feel comfortable inside it.”

built out. For example, it's clear that the Ceremonial
Courtroom on the fourth floor is not large enough

to accommodate some of the galleries for especially
noteworthy trials, or for certain public events. Future
plans call for the construction of five more courtrooms
on the fifth floor, and he would anticipate at least one
or perhaps two of those courtrooms having a greater
seating capacity than the 220 people that can currently
sit in Courtroom 4202.

As for the Administration Building, things seem to

be moving along on schedule. A “master plan” was
initially drawn up to “retrofit” that building, one floor
at a time, to cause as little disruption as possible. The
goal was to consolidate county agencies and service
providers (to the extent paossible) under one roof to save
money and to make those providers more accessible.
According to Commissioner Diane Ellis-Marseglia,

“best practice” would dictate locating the Children

7 WRITS 10}



The Fifth Floor awaits future expansion needs.

and Youth Social Services Agency closer to the Justice
Center rather than in the Warwick location where it’s
currently situated.

In addition to Children and Youth, it is the County’s
intention to relocate Mental Health and Intellectual

Disability, Drug and Alcohol, Human Resources, Area
Agency on Aging, and the Controller’s Office into
the old Courthouse. (In fact, the County has sold the
Controller’s Office located at Broad and Court Streets
and is expected to complete the Controller’s move
sometime in 2019.)

ation for the Justice Center, Mary Smithson, Bucks

County’s Clerk of Courts, has been instrumental in
bringing in artwork, both from young artists in area high
schools as well as from disabled painters, and displaying
their efforts in the Justice Center lobby.

I n an effort to generate public interest and appreci-

Judge Finley commended her efforts as a way of
making Bucks County citizens feel more “at home"” in
their Courthouse.

As he remarked to me in closing our conversation,
“The taxpayers of Bucks County spent a lot of
money to build the Justice Center; they should be
able to feel free to come in and see it, and to feel
comfortable inside it.” &

MERCK SHARP & DOHME
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

-
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As a BCBA member you are eligible to join and

experience the Credit Union a(r}femme.

« FREE Checking
« Home Equity Loans
« Home Equity LOC

« Investment Services
+ Business Services
- Mortgage Loans

Contact Michael Grover
215-996-3744
mgrover@msdfcu.org
www.msdfcu.org

=APR = Annual Percentage Rate. My Advantage discount does not apply. Offers and rates are subject to
change or withdrawal at any time without prior notice. Annual Percentage Rate (APR) effective 1/1/17. Rae
fixed through 12731/ 2017. Thereafter, variable rate subject to change quarterly based on the Prime Rate as
published in The Wall Street Journal with a floor of 3.99 % and a ceiling of 18.00% . Estimated monthly
payment borrowed at 2.9 X APR is $6.66 per $1,000. All home equity loans and lines of credit are subject
to a $150 non-refundable application fee (no fee waivers for My Advantage).

Home Equity LOC

2.49%
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“THAT THE POWER TO TAX INVOLVES THE POWER
TO DESTROY...(IS) NOT TO BE DENIED

JUSTICE JOHN MARSHALL
MCCULLOCH VS. MARYLAND, 1819

BUCKS COUNTY
TAX ATTORNEY

Gregory C. McCarthy
Former IRS Criminal Investigator,
| Criminal Investigation Division

FREE CONSULTATION

CRIMINAL AND CIVIL TAX CASES
TAX COURT LITIGATION
DISTRICT COURT LITIGATION

87 North Broad St. Doylestown, PA 18901
)

(215) 230-5300 | gregmccarthyesg@aol.com
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— By Breandan Nemec —

he Young Lawyers Division
T of the Bucks County Bar

Association recently sponsored
Bucks County’s District level for
Pennsylvania’s annual Mock Trial
Competition. The Commonwealth’s
competition is one of the largest
in the nation — this year 294 teams
competed, comprised of students
from 252 high school and middle
schools. Locally, Bucks County entered
17 schools at the district level.

This year, the writers created a
hypothetical centered around the
criminal prosecution of Taylor Edsel,
an employee of Nash Electromotive,
Inc., a vehicle manufacturer. A

criminal complaint was filed against Edsel alleging arson

in the first degree, in violation of 18 Pa.C.S. §3301(a)(1)
(i), after Edsel was found at the Nash plant immediately
following a fire which reduced the plant and the company’s
revolutionary new car, which was about to hit the market,
to ashes. The school teams, comprised of six students for
each trial, took turns trying the case as the Commonwealth
and alternately, the defense. The student-attorneys had
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The school teams took
turns trying the case as
the Commonwealth and
alternately, the defense.

to argue evidentiary issues such as
the admissibility of prior bad acts
(including arson), and the admis-
sibility of other evidence including
web browser search history and text
messages sent by the Defendant.

ollowing the initial rounds of
F the competition, seven teams

moved on to the playoff rounds,
culminating in our four district
semi-finalists: Bensalem, Central Bucks
South (the 2016 defending champs),
Council Rock South and Central
Bucks East. After two hard-fought
semi-finals, the championship round
pitted Bensalem versus Central
Bucks South. The Honorable John J.

Rufe presided over the final trial in which Bensalem High
School emerged as the victor. For the second straight year,
our district winner then went on to further success at the
regional level and beyond. Bensalem defeated teams at the
regional level from Chester and Delaware Counties, and
proceeded to represent our region at the state competition,
which took place in the Dauphin County Courthouse in
Harrisburg. Following a round 1 victory, Bensalem eventually



The Bensalem High School team took top honors in Bucks County and the region before moving on to represent

the region at the state competition.

succumbed to Roman Catholic High School, one of this
year's final two teams. Congratulations to Bensalem High
School, and attorney-advisers Denise Bowman and Felicity
Hanks, on their success in this year's competition!

big shout out and thank you to this year’s
A coordinator, Mike Martin, who was able to fit in

this obligation between the birth of his second child
(congrats Mike and Cassi!), a job move, and a relocation
from Philadelphia to Bucks County! On behalf of the Young
Lawyers Division, | would also like to thank each and every
judge and attorney who volunteered their time to help with
this year’s competition. It is a great sacrifice every year to
put aside professional and personal obligations and make
the time to stay late into the evening in Doylestown, but
it is appreciated, and the competitors are provided with
the only trials in the state in which the presiding judge and
jurors are comprised entirely of practicing attorneys. Thanks
are also due to everyone in the Justice Center who helped
coordinate the courtrooms and those who were asked to
stay late to accommodate the after-hours traffic.

The 2017 iteration was a great success and the YLD is
looking forward to hosting another successful competition
in 2018. Congratulations to all of the student competitors
and thanks again to everyone who made it possible. 4,

Bucks County Finalists: Teams from Bensalem (top) and
Central Bucks South (bottom) High Schools

13} SPRING 2017



BCBA events

BUCKS COUNTY BAR FOUNDATION

ST. PATRICK’S DAY
FUNDRAISER

March 16,2017

Congratulations to Bill Longo, winner of this year’s YLD March Madness
bracket challenge. Bill had the most points, including picking the champion,
University of North Carolina, as well as another of the Final Four teams. Larry Scheetz
was the runner up. Chris Serpico wins the “weenie award” for having the fewest
points in placing 36th out of 36 entries. &



BCMAC

Bucks County Mediation and Arbitration Center

The Bucks County
Mediation and
Arbitration Center
(BCMAC) is owned
and operated by
Barbara N. Lyons,
Esq. She is certified,
skilled and
experienced in
neutral arbitration,
mediation and case
evaluation. Attorneys
work closely with
Barbara from initial
contact to the conclusion of their case.

BCMAC is a full-service ADR provider

addressing issues involving, but not limited to:
e Contract and real estate disputes
e Medical malpractice
® Equity matters
¢ Employver/employee disputes
e Underinsured and uninsured motorist cases
* Business mergers and dissolutions
e Personal injury
® Municipal matters
BCMAC provides cost-effective and real-world
solutions to attorneys, consumers, business

and industry professionals, employees,
employers and government agencies.

For more information, call

(215) 340-7655

or visit www.bcmac.org.

Bucks County Mediation and
Arbitration Center
The Farm, 220 Farm Lane, Doylestown, PA 18901
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feature

Maria Judith
Rodriguez-Martyak

A Strong Advocate for Access to Justice
for the Spanish-Speaking Community

— By Barbara Overholser —
Communications Manager,
Legal Aid of Southeastern Pennsylvania

Attorney Maria Judith Rodriguez-Martyak believes
deeply in the value of public service and access to justice.
For more than twenty—two years she has been a steadfast
pro bono volunteer for Legal Aid of Southeastern PA's
(LASP) Bucks County office. “For the longest time | kept
my Wednesdays open just in case someone needed
assistance for a Protection from Abuse case at the last
minute,” says Ms. Rodriguez-Martyak.

For those facing a critical legal issue and who

cannot afford an attorney, access to justice can seem
unattainable, especially when English is not their

primary language. Using her legal skills and her English/
Spanish bilingual ability, Ms. Rodriguez-Martyak provides
guidance and representation for LASP’s Bucks County
Spanish-speaking clients, helping them navigate the court
system, file Protection from Abuse petitions and handle
Family Law issues.
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After volunteering at Legal
Aid, and finding dee
satisfaction in working with
clients who needed Protection
from Abuse orders and who
were facing custody issues, her
interest shifted in the direction
of Family Law. She has been

a solo practitioner in the field
since 1998.

The Hispanic population in Bucks County has grown
119% since 2000. The number of residents whose
primary language is Spanish hovers around 3% of

the overall population, creating the need for Spanish
language translation in many areas, including legal and
social services.

Ms. Rodriguez-Martyak grew up speaking Spanish

and English in Puerto Rico. When she arrived in the
United States at the age of 21 for a graduate program

in Chemistry at SUNY Binghamton, she didn’t foresee

a career in law. But after a happenstance meeting on

an airplane with an attorney from Bell Labs where she
worked at the time, and a conversation with a friend who
was also contemplating a career change, Ms. Rodriguez-
Martyak headed down a new path.

With her law degree from St. Louis University School of
Law in hand, she moved to the Doylestown area in 1994.
“I didn’t know anything about Doylestown when | came
here. But | found out it was a county seat and that there
was a legal aid office here. | stopped in and said I'd be
happy to work with you and volunteer,” while she awaited
the results of her bar exam.

"My first inclination when | went to law school was to
focus on patent and intellectual property law, using my
backgrounds in chemistry and math,” she says. But after
volunteering at Legal Aid, and finding deep satisfaction in
working with clients who needed Protection from Abuse
orders and who were facing custody issues, her interest
shifted in the direction of Family Law. She has been a solo
practitioner in the field since 1998.
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At LASP she sees clients that are striving to make ends
meet while working to their maximum potential. "I see
people who are really struggling,” she says. “They may
be limited by a variety of reasons, whether it's health,
some sort of disability or immigration status. They
have two or three jobs, and they juggle their work and
tfamily obligations. That is the hardest part to see. They
are going above and beyond trying to make a life for
their families.”

“If every attorney in Bucks
County took just one case a
year, the assistance to Legal
Aid would be enormous.’

“Judy is a true professional,” says Maryjane Kelley,
Managing Attorney for LASP’s Doylestown office. “She
uses her talents to serve her clients, the Court and the
community with integrity and zeal. She has been a strong
advocate for access to justice for the Spanish speaking
community. She has made herself available to the Court,
Legal Aid and the private bar whenever she could, to assist
with clients who have difficulty navigating the legal system
due to language and cultural barriers. | have been inspired
by her dedication to advocate for clients and never disap-
pointed when | have turned to her for assistance.”

Pro bono attorneys like Ms. Rodriguez-Martyak are
integral to ensuring fairness in our justice system. Last
year, LASP pro bono attorneys provided 4,217 hours to
help represent those in our community who cannot afford
legal services. But the need for these services continues to
outpace LASP’s capacity.

“I wish more people would participate in assisting legal
aid purposes, and not just by giving money. | understand
people’s reluctance. They might think that taking a case
means it's a forever case. But they're not forever cases,”
Ms. Rodriguez-Martyak says.

“If every attorney in Bucks County took just one case a
year, the assistance to Legal Aid would be enormous. It's
okay to donate money. | donate money, but that's not the
point. Legal Aid needs the human factor — the people —
in order to carry out their mission.” %,

ATTORNEYS ARE
OUR BEST SOURCE
OF REFERRALS!

Call us now for your next
Mediation or Arbitration,*
or for Employment Law and
Personal Injury Referrals.
We pay referral fees and keep
you informed.

THE FEGLEY LAW FIRM

BUSINESS - EMPLOYMENT - PERSONAL INJURY

Yardley, PA * Hamilton Square, NJ
www.fegleylaw.com e (215) 493-8287

*On List of Arbitrators and Mediators Approved by the Bucks County Bar Association.

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY
AND ETHICS MATTERS

STATEWIDE PENNSYLVANIA MATTERS
NO CHARGE FOR INITIAL CONSULTATION

Representation, consultation and expert testimony in
disciplinary matters and martters involving ethical issues,
bar admissions and the Rules of Professional Conduct

James C. Schwartzman, Esq.

Vice Chairman, Judicial Conduct Board of Pennsylvania
Former Chairman, Disciplinary Board of the Supreme
Court of Pennsylvania

Former Chairman, Continuing Legal Education Board
of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania

Former Chairman, Supreme Court of Pennsylvania
Interest on Lawyers Trust Account Board

Former Federal Prosecutor

Selected by his peers as one of the top 100 Super Lawyers
in PA and the top 100 Super Lawyers in Philadelphia
Named by his peers as Best Lawyers in America 2015
Philadelphia Ethics and Professional Responsibility Law
“Lawyer of the Year,” and in Plaintiffs and Defendants
Legal Malpractice Law

1818 Market Street, 28th Floor « Philadelphia, PA 19103 « (215) 751-2863
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Volpe and Koenig, P.C.
Your IP Partner

A full service IP boutique specializing in:

Patent Prosecution
Patent Licensing
Trademarks
Copyrights
Trade Secrets

Litigation
USPTO Inter Partes Matters
Unfair Competition
Portfolio Management
Standards

We'll honor your position as lead counsel and pay
referral fees in accordance with applicable ethical rules
and our internal guidelines. No poaching!

Our experienced professionals welcome your inquiries and
will provide general IP information as a courtesy.

Now offering commercial and business

dispute mediation services at
businessmediation.com

United Plaza

30 5. 17th Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
P: 215-568-6400

F: 215-568-6499

212 Carnegie Center
Suite 202

Princeton, NJ 08540
P: 608-924-7900

vklaw.com F: 609-924-7902
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I have known Commissioner Diane Ellis-Marseglia
going back to the time when the old Courthouse

was the new modern Courthouse, and she was my
wise and witty middle school classmate known simply
as "Diane Ellis.”

Our Moms were friends at Church and we were junior
deacons, sharing donuts and tea between morning
services at Morrisville Presbyterian. | had always wanted
to be a lawyer and go into politics. She had always
wanted to be a social worker. We got it half right, |
think. I am a lawyer, she is a licensed clinical social
worker and she went into politics. She is also a part
time faculty member of the Social and Behavioral
Sciences Department at Bucks County Community
College. So, | asked her how it came to be that she

is in her third term as the minority Commissioner

of Bucks County, on the 5th floor of that old post
mid-century Courthouse.

Let's go back about four decades. Diane was raised
in Lower Makefield, the older of two children in a family
of active committee people, so local politics was in her
blood all along. When one of our eighth grade teachers,
Mr. Bergman, mentioned a career in social work during
class, it seemed a natural fit for Diane.

And then the Congressman dropped by. Peter Kostmayer
was elected in 1976 on Jimmy Carter's coattails as

the freshman Congressman for the 8th District of
Pennsylvania and came to speak at a Pennsbury High
School assembly. | don’t recall the visit, but Diane did;
Kostmayer’s talk made a great impression on her. So it’s
no surprise that she came to be one of three women
delegates elected to represent Bucks County at the
Democratic National Convention this past July.
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Diane M. Ellis-Marseglia, LCSW
Interview with the
Commissioner

— Susan E. Dardes —

Diane’s innate community involvement and her empathy
for others sent her to the University of Pennsylvania

to earn her Masters in Social Work after obtaining

her Bachelor's Degree. She was asked to serve on the
Neshaminy School Board which was an honor as a young
mom, but it was a part time occupation that she did

In 2005, Ellis-Marseglia began
working with the Neshaminy
School District to create a
suicide prevention task force,
after the death of her daughter,
Becky. Now county-wide, the
task force raises awareness of
mental health conditions and
suicide risk.

after the full time work day had ended. Then, she was
recruited for the Board of Supervisors of Middletown
Township, where she has lived for more than 20 years.
She supported healthy families by serving on the

Youth Aid Panel for Offending Youth from 1986 to

1998 and later, in 1999, created the Teen Task Force in
Middletown Township, to help create an environment
where teens had a voice in their community and planned
healthy activities. In 2005, she began working with the
Neshaminy School District to create a suicide prevention
task force, after the death of her daughter, Becky. Now
county-wide, the task force raises awareness of mental
health conditions and suicide risk. Each passing year sees
additional districts joining the program and participating
in a fundraising walk, called #holdonyoumatter. Diane



Ellis-Marseglia is an
advocate for specialty
courts, including those
carved out for mental
health cases and veterans.

believes that talking is the way to confront the stigma
surrounding the issue. Talking. And tackling the tragedy
of suicide head on.

In 2007, the Bucks County Democratic Party chose
her to run as Commissioner, and she beat her primary
opponent, Sandra Miller.

It's a State law that the county have at least one
Commissioner representing the minority party. When

| asked Diane how she felt to be in the minority as a
woman Commissioner, she reminded me of what I've
been saying for years, that “women aren’t the minority.”
Of course, she’s right. (And, fun fact: in 1984, for four
years, two of the three seats in the Commissioner’s Office
were held by Democrats.)

As Commissioner, Diane chairs Bucks County’s
Emergency Health Council and the local Emergency
Planning Commission, the Board of Elections, and
represents Bucks to the Delaware Valley Regional
Planning Commission. She was also nominated by
Governor Wolf in July 2015 to the Pennsylvania
Workforce Investment Board.

So, what is it like, being the only woman in

the room on the 5th floor? Diane said this past

term provided a fruitful working environment with

her colleagues, Vice Chairman Robert Loughery and
Chairman Charles Martin. She is an advocate for
specialty courts, including those carved out for mental
health cases and veterans. A substance abuse treatment
module at the county jail was piloted just nine months
ago, when Bucks County introduced a program which
offers addicts the opportunity for individual and group
therapy in an effort to turn their lives around. Commis-
sioner Ellis-Marseglia has long recognized that serious
drug addiction has plagued our once sheltered suburbs.

Diane believes that drug addiction, alcoholism and a
downturn in the economy are some of the core reasons
for homelessness. She was a leader on the “Code

Blue” project to assess the homeless and protect those
less fortunate from harsh weather, joblessness and
hunger. The County now works alongside churches and
synagogues to support people needing food and shelter,
partnering with over 100 food banks, the newest of
which is Rolling Harvest.

Up next on Diane’s agenda? What about running
for Congress herself? | asked that, too. No, she said.
She would like more time in the Commissioner’s Office
to see more of her projects through. She sees herself
as a helping hand for people who can’t advocate

for themselves.

It is, she said, all about framing the issues and
framing the finances. So, maybe that's not about
politics after all. &,

Carroll Engineering
Corporation

=

Water Facilities Engineering
Wastewater Engineering
Municipal Engineering
Structural Engineering
Traffic & Transportation Engineering
Civil Engineering
Environmental Engineering
Planning & Site Design
Surveying
Construction Management
Geographic Information Systems

Corporate Office: 949 Easton Road, Warrington, PA 18976 - 215.343.5700
630 Freedom Business Center, Third Floor, King of Prussia, PA 19406 - 610.489.5100
101 Lindenwood Drive, Suite 225, Malvern, PA 19355 - 484.875.3075
105 Raider Boulevard, Suite 206, Hillsborough, NJ 08844 - 908.874.7500

www.carrollengineering.com
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Barley Sheaf

Farm Restaurant

THE INN AT BARLEY SHEAF FARM advertises itself
as being in New Hope but, really, it's Holicong

or Mechanicsville, definitely somewhere in
Buckingham. But what are six or seven miles
when it comes to great dining?

he Hungry Lawyer and his gorgeous bride often wondered about

the place during many years driving north and south on 202. We

knew that it had once been the home of the acclaimed playwright
Gearge S. Kaufman. Had great dinner parties with guests such as Oscar
Hammerstein Il taken place there? Maybe Pearl Buck dropped by to
borrow a cup of sugar? The entrance from the road is impressive but we
were always too intimidated to turn into the long driveway to see for
ourselves how the place looked. Our interest was only piqued when we
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read a few years ago that new management had taken over
and had grand plans for Barley Sheaf’s restoration. And
then one day not too long ago, the Hungry Lawyer got his
ticket to legitimately enter the grounds. Always in search

of a dining bargain, yours truly came across a Groupon for
the restaurant at Barley Sheaf. Now | must say to all you
other bargain hunting readers, "Too Bad!”, because it is
impossible to imagine that this fine BYOB will ever again
need to offer a Groupon incentive to attract devotees

of fine dining.

It is a good thing for us that | generally buy two Groupons
for a restaurant. If the restaurant is great, the advantage
is obvious. And if it’s bad, I'm willing to give it another
chance. Because of the latter, we returned to Barley
Sheaf after a very mediocre first meal. The second meal
was glorious and on multiple visits since we and our
guests have never
been disappointed. “Our favorite tables
are those across from
the open kitchen that
allow us to enjoy the
magnificent views
through the picture
windows as well as
watch the kitchen staff

prepare the meals.”

Barley Sheaf offers

a beautiful visual
experience as well.
From Route 202 you
turn into the long,
stately driveway,
especially stunning
after dark because of
the up lighting of the
trees along the way.

The approach ends
at a large, pavered
courtyard in the
center of which is a
dramatic fountain.
Arrive early to walk
the grounds before
you eat. Barley Sheaf
is definitely one of
the most beautiful
and romantic venues
in Bucks County.

Inside the farmhouse
you can relax in the
living room enjoying
the artifacts before

you are shown to your
table in the dining area.
Located in an enclosed
porch-like area with an
open kitchen is their
beautiful and intimate dining room. There is a smaller room
to the left as you enter the dining area. We avoid this room
as it is a bit dark and confining but the privacy it provides
can be just right for certain moments, or certain diners.
Our favorite tables are those across from the open kitchen
that allow us to enjoy the magnificent views through the
picture windows as well as watch the kitchen staff prepare
the meals. An expansion is planned but currently there is
no “bad” table and from what we understand that won‘t
change. When warm enough, al fresco dining is available.

Our most recent visit was a romantic impromptu, just
because we were fortunate to get a last minute reservation.
Do not count on this happening for you, especially on

a weekend. The table was beautifully set. Our server,
Rachelle, promptly greeted us and exuded just the right
combination of warmth and professionalism; she was quick
with the wine glasses and showed us she knew what she
was doing. A small basket of
homemade crunchy bread
and a dish of deliciously
seasoned olive oil with a garlic
clove garnish were provided.
After an appropriate amount
of time to take a few sips of
wine and discuss the menu,
we were ready to order.

Josh Homacki

is the young
executive chef. He
has an excellent
resume and it
shows. Check the
menu on-line as it
Changes often. My lovely bride began her
meal with the beet and
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goat cheese salad. | had the grilled
octopus. Barley Sheaf prepares

all their plates with fresh, quality
ingredients. The beets were tender
and flavorful. The goat cheese

was tasty and creamy enough to
soothe the palate. The octopus was
perfectly grilled. Since we were close
to the kitchen counter, | used the
opportunity to ask the chef what he
recommended as entrees. Monkfish
was not on the menu but that was
his suggestion. It was delicious, served with a garnish of
crawfish. Qur other entrée was the skirt steak despite
this cut’s notorious reputation for being tough. Not this
time. It was grilled to medium, exactly as requested and
was genuinely tender and seasoned to perfection. By

the time we were finished with our second course, we
were full. But the Hungry Lawyer knows his journalistic
obligations so we forced ourselves to end our meal with
dessert. We chose the strawberry churros with white
chocolate, rhubarb, and mint and the Meyer lemon tartlet
(such a decadent word) with huckleberry and meringue.
Both were perfect.

Alas, nothing is perfect, even at Barley Sheaf. | would like
to see a better system employed to let the wait staff know
that a dish is ready. Hot food on a hot plate does not stay
that way even when placed on the counter under a heat
lamp. That is where some plates sat for just a tiny bit too
long. Servers should use napkins between their thumb and
the plate, a feature common in Europe and New Orleans
but inexplicably rare in the rest of the United States. It was
fascinating to watch the chefs work as a team to prepare
each delicious meal but they should dress more like they
work in the kitchen of a fine dining establishment than like
the members of the house band at Puck’s.

Our other entrée was the
skirt steak despite this cut’s
notorious reputation for
being tough. Not this time.
It was grilled to medium,
exactly as requested and
was genuinely tender and
seasoned to perfection.

The dishes were
even better than
they appear

in the photos.
Barley Sheaf provides all of the elements that make for

a great dining experience. The tables are beautifully

set. The service is professional. The food is plated in

the most appetizing design, a visual prelude to the

taste treats delivered. Sauces and garnishes not only
enhance the appearance of the food, they enhance the
flavors to allow the diner to experience the quality and
preparation of everything on the plate. Unlike too many
restaurants today, no matter what the cuisine, nothing
at Barley Sheaf is drowned in sauce to the degree that
the main ingredient, whether it be meat, fish, chicken or
seafood, might just as well be a lump of white bread.

We enjoyed our meal with a moderately priced bottle
of Pauillac Gran Bin de Bourdeaux 2010. It definitely
exceeded our expectations. It was light enough to not
overwhelm the fish but still strong enough to stand
up to the steak. And its tart characteristics helped to
amplify the sweet flavors of our desserts.

Josh Homacki is the young executive chef. He has an
excellent resume and it shows. Check the menu on-line
as it changes often. Other dishes that we have enjoyed
include the scallops and game meats. Vegetables,
available as sides, are deliciously prepared and often
are the excellent structure around which our vegetarian
friend designs her meals. There is no reason to ever

be bored with the food. Service at 18% is automat-
ically added to the check. Since tipping a minimum

of 20% is our preference for top service, frequently

we leave an extra few dollars. Our servers at Barley
Sheaf have always earned the extra gratuity. Credit
cards are accepted.

We have always found dining at Barley Sheaf to be a
pleasure. | am sure that you will agree. 4,
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results. A big website that is continually updated with
fresh content like a weekly blog is critical to a ranking
on the first page of Google Search. If you already
have a website for your firm just ask that they turn on
the blog feature.

Driving Clients to

i ’ y I 2. Do your keyword research: Keywords are the specific
bv rf) J ‘)JJ" f" J (’f) ¢ words and phrases that individuals use when trying to
~1711 find your information on the internet. For instance, |
UL 171C ' could ask Google “who is the best personal injury law
firm in Bucks County, PA?" Personal Injury, law firm and
Bucks County, PA are all keywords, so if you want your
website to show up on the first page they need to be
naturally written into the content of your website.

— By Jennifer Gardella —

As you build your law practice, either inside a firm or

on your own, it is critical to make sure you are viewed 3.
as an expert. In today’s modern world this means having

a strategic plan for your blog and a substantial social

media presence.

Get together an editorial calendar: Your editorial
calendar should be organized by month and list the
blogs you are going to write each week. For instance,
if you are a divorce attorney your blog posts for
summer may include “How to handle the first time
you take your children on a vacation alone.” Your
editorial calendar can also include ideas and dates so

Unfortunately, they didn't teach you much
marketing in Law School.

With a busy practice to run, how can you get started you remember to write about them as they relate to
building your digital footprint? Just like so many of life's your practice and clients. The fourth of July and start
endeavors, success all starts with a plan. of summer are good examples. Make sure to leave a
bit of room in your editorial calendar to comment on
1. Make sure you have a blog internal to your website: important changes to the law as they relate to how you
One reason you want to blog is to build up the number help your clients.
of pages on your website. There are many factors
that go into your site “showing up” in Google search 4. Set-up your Social Media profiles: Every attorney should
have profiles set-up on LinkedIn, Facebook, Twitter,

T— and Google+. They should be uniquely written with
standardized pictures and a logo that represent your
firm. Do not forget to link the profiles to one another
and then have the connect buttons on your website.

5. Chip away at it every day and week: Have a plan for
when you are going to blog each week and how you
are going to find time to find content to share on social
media. Building out your digital footprint will take
some time and effort but, when done correctly, has the
potential to help you build your law practice.

As you build your digital presence make sure to craft all
of your writing so that you speak to your ideal client and
the problem they need solved. Successful digital marketing
strategies highlight attorney expertise but are framed so
that the individuals who need you and are looking for your
services can easily understand how you will help them. 4,

Jennifer Gardella, PhD, helps attorneys build their law practice

to attract ideal clients.
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Tech Tips From

a Recovering Geek:
Privacy? Not on
the Internet

— By Jason R. Weiss, Esquire —

In recent weeks, you have
most likely seen, read,
heard or otherwise been
bombarded on social media
about the passage of S.J.
Resolution 34. Specifically, you
have almost certainly been
introduced to the idea that this
Resolution, now public law as
of April 3, 2017, will strip the
public of any semblance of
privacy from their respective Internet Service Provider (ISP).
The law, which passed the Senate and House more or less
on party line votes, repeals privacy rules put in place by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in late 2016
that would have restricted ISPs from sharing your online
history with third parties without your consent. The rules
from the FCC set to take effect this year, required ISPs to
obtain consent from customers before using, sharing, or
selling private consumer data. In short, if an ISP such as
Comcast or Verizon wanted to track your every move on
the Internet (think web browsing history, emails, location,
message contents, financial and health information, etc.)
and sell that data to a third party, the ISP could only do
that with your permission. With the recent law signed by
President Trump, ISPs such as Comcast and Verizon no
longer need your permission to take advantage of your
Internet footprint and can now track, horde, and sell for a
hefty price any or all of your data without your consent.

Why does this matter? If you are not concerned with
your Internet and digital footprint data being tracked and
sold to the highest bidder, then it doesn't. On the other
hand, if you are like many consumers that believe privacy
is a fundamental right associated with web browsing and
communicating via email, then you need to take proactive
steps to protect your information.

heWRITS

If you are concerned with protecting your privacy, you
may be interested in some steps you can take to prevent
the tracking and ultimate sale of your data. Most effective
is a virtual private network (VPN). Without getting into how
they work, VPNs provide a secure connection between your
device and the VPN provider so that all data transferred

is shielded from your ISP and other sites. This means your
ISP cannot access and track your data and therefore has
nothing to sell to third parties. There are countless VPN
services available to consumers and they vary in effec-
tiveness and reliability. But beware, many of the free and
low cost VPN services will track and sell your data — exactly
what you are trying to avoid in using a VPN. It is important
to research VPN providers before making a selection. A VPN
also adds extra cost to already high ISP bills and can slow
down your internet speed.

You can also protect your web browsing history with
a privacy-oriented search engine such as DuckDuckGo or
Ixquick. These sites allow you to search the web as you
would with Google (who probably knows everything about
you already), but do not track or store information about
you. Additionally, Ixquick allows you to load search results
by Proxy, which prevents the linked site from learning
anything about you as well.

While there is certainly more to the backstory of the
passage of this law, you should have an understanding of
how your ISP is able to handle your "private” data. Short
of removing yourself from the virtual world entirely, you will
likely never be able to fully safeguard your data. That said,
you can use the tools above to take control of your privacy,
however limited it may be.

Happy (and safe) computing. &,

Office Suites for Rent!

Located at 122 E. Court
St. in Doylestown, PA.

Perfect for legal and
professional use.

For more info, contact
| Tom Panzer or Bill Bolla
at 215-345-8888.
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Since 1922, the Trust & Wealth Group has been earning the trust
of thousands who want to grow, preserve and protect the assets
they’ve been accumulating. Call 215-968-4872 and let us earn
your trust today!

i ects w7714 NATIONAL BANK

Trust Officer/CDFA® & TRUST CO. OF NEWTOWN

£ P Where Trust is Earned — Year after Year | fnbn.com/trust-wealth Foic 2
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LET’S WORK TOGETHER

Our 30+ attorneys are here to assist you
and your clients with your legal needs.

Busipess & Finance, Civil Litigation, Criminal Defense, Estates & Trusts, Family Law, Personal Injury, Real Estate, Tax

Bucks County Office

108 North Main Street, Doylestown, PA 18901

215.509.4020

West Chester
17 West Miner Street

Kennett Square
211 East State Street

Centreville
5721 Kennett Pike

MacElree IT{
Harvey ”

West Chester, PA 19382
610.436.0100

Kennett Square, PA 19348
610.444.3180

Centreville, DE 19807
302.654.4454

Arttorneys at Law

Iﬂ(lCt‘]l'L‘t‘.L’()lﬂ | iIlf})@maCC] ree.co



